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Item No.2 (Pune Bench) 

 
BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL 

WESTERN ZONE BENCH, PUNE 

[THROUGH PHYSICAL HEARING (WITH HYBRID OPTION)] 

 

Appeal No.21/2025(WZ) 

 

Santosh Daudkar  
 

 
Versus 

 
…..Appellant 

 
The secretary, MoEF&CC & Ors. 

….Respondents 

 
Date of hearing: 05.03.2025 

 
CORAM: HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE DINESH KUMAR SINGH, JUDICIAL MEMBER 

HON’BLE DR. VIJAY KULKARNI, EXPERT MEMBER 
 

 
Appellant : Mr. Aditya Pratap, Advocate 

 

 

ORDER 

 
1. This appeal has been filed by the appellant seeking quashing of the 

CRZ Clearance dated 03.01.2025 passed by Respondent No.3- MCZMA, 

which is annexed by him as Annexure- ‘A-1’ at page nos.33 to 36 of the 

paper book, on the grounds that (1) the antecedents of the proponent are 

replete with CRZ violations, therefore, till the time the earlier violations 

were purged and duly addressed, a fresh CRZ Clearance could not have 

been granted; (2) The Project Proponent demolished 2 "Heritage 

Structures" without taking a mandatory prior Environment Clearance 

from the MoEF&CC- Respondent No.1; (3) The entire plot under reference 

was reserved for an Art Gallery in the statutory Development Plan, which 

has been got deleted without any mandatory permission of the MCZMA; 

(4) the Project Proponent had done construction of Ground + 6 storied 

building without mandatory permission from the MCZMA; (5) since the 
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cost of the project was more than Rs. 5 crores, prior Environment 

Clearance was required to be obtained from the MoEF&CC- Respondent 

No.1; (6) The Project Proponent has committed fraud while constructing a 

deep basement of about 6 metres below the ground level, thereby 

extracting substantial minor minerals and ground water, which activities 

are prohibited in all the 3 Coastal Regulation Zone Notifications; (7) The 

Project Proponent perpetrated a fraud, while constructing 12 number of 

1-Bedroom-Hall-Kitchen flats for mass housing and merged them all later 

into a super luxury single-family accommodation, in violation of the 

provision of Urban Land (Ceiling and Regulation) Act, 1976; (8) 'Heritage 

Areas' lie in CRZ-I as per the CRZ Notification of 1991, therefore, the 

impugned construction, which was done in the year 2004, could not have 

been permitted in CRZ-I area; and (9) the Project Proponent is an Artist 

and has got the Art Gallery reservation removed illegally.  

2. Having heard the argument of learned counsel for the appellant, we 

are of the view that the grounds, which have been raised by him in the 

present appeal, do not appear to be relevant because whatever actions 

have been taken by the Project Proponent, were taken long back between 

the year 2000 to 2006. But it is also true that the CRZ recommendation, 

which has been impugned herein, is obtained in the year 2025 i.e. on 

03.01.2025. Therefore, the present appeal has been filed within 30 days’ 

limitation period. But we find that the grounds, on which the said CRZ 

recommendation has been challenged, are not proper because the CRZ 

Clearance, which has been granted, appears to have been granted in 

terms of the Clause No.8 of the CRZ Notification 2019, which provides as 

follows:- 
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3. If any violation of the above procedure has been committed by the 

Project Proponent or the MCZMA, the same may be submitted by the 

appellant specifically along-with the evidence in support of that, within 

four weeks, failing which we would be left with no option but to dismiss 

the present appeal for non-compliance of the order of this Tribunal, at the 

stage of admission itself. 

4. Put up this matter for admission on 23.04.2025. 
 
 
 
 

Dinesh Kumar Singh, JM 
 

 
Dr. Vijay Kulkarni, EM 

 
March 05, 2025 
Appeal No.21/2025(WZ) 
P.Kr 
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